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Chaffer the Firfi* 



I N the delightful vale of Evelham, at 
the foot of a fruitful mountain, and 
' on the banks of the enchanting Ayon^ 
lived a poor Ihepherd and flieplier.defs, 
I who had two lovely children, Amintor 
I ^d Florella, of which the foriper was 
eight, ^d the latter fix years of age, 
when they firft came to the "knowledge 
of the writer of this hillory. ‘ 

Such was the humble*conditl6n of thele 
poor people, that they could not afford 
to put their children to fchool j however, 
A they 
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^ Little ^OYcihjtt^ 

they themfelves taught them the to 
Prayer, the Belief, and the Ten Com- 
mandments. They alfo taught them to 
read tolerably welly and this was all tl« 
education they were capable ofgivinj 
them ; but thefe fweet little childra hi 
a genius th^t was i^ot to ht bouhd in k 
fetters of ignorance, and which will, 
fpring forward afid fhew itfeirin fpiteof 
every obftacle that cojn^ in its way. 
Tley had by fome meah^ procured a 
iRoyal Primmer, of which they took aj 
ihucli care,, as a mifer would of Klshb^ 
of riches. 

As they w«re one day fitting ph tK 
banks of the Avon, reading their M, 
with great attention, while their innobeiit 
flocks were feeding around them*, tlieit 
minds were fo bent on their bobki 
they did not perceive the Rev. Mr. Stiibw 
walking to than, a3 you here fe. . 



^he lath Moralifts, 



Tin's Mr, Stubbs wais the curate of a 
neighbouring village a man of great 
piety and learning, and who had oblerv- 
ed, that Amihtbr &d Florella pame fc^ 
gpiarly to chiifcK every Sunday, ahci 
always behaved tKeire with greateft 
order and decorum. 

A 2 He 
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•the hUih Morafip, i » 

As foon as Mr. Stnbbs was gone_. 



to TJ}e Little Moralijf,. 

He condnuedhis flow pace, - 

their perceiving him, till he gelt npS Aminto7’and his Mer fet down to read 
to'them. when our htdemordiftsi^Je book, in order that they might be 
go* “P- Amintor made the beft bo, perfeft in tlieir leffon againft he came 
be was able, and FJorella her beft can. Lain the next day, which he ponaually 

' o’ dean, did, and enquired of our little moraMs 

(laid Mr. Stubbs) I fee you are readi what progrefs they had made in 
your book like good child ren, kflon. Amintor replied, that he 
many littlcbooks have you jrat ed he conid read it tolerably well, 
is the only one we if he pleafed, he would try. Mr.^tuhfc^ 

Amintor) and I and my.ffier haverwi dien defiring him to proceed, began 
it- fo often, that we can.ahnoft fay it lij as follows. 

heart.*' < «« A pretty little boy had the misfor- 

Mr. Stubbs then took the book, ani tune to‘ have a very bad father, whofb 
alked them feverai gueflionsout ofit, w t^per was very furly and peevidi, and 
which .they gave fiich anfwersasgreat^ho took no manner of heed . of his 
ly furprifed him. Here, my te.^hildren, cared not liow - they^, were 
children, (faid Mr. Stubbs, taking ^brought up, npr minded what- company ';J 
a little book out of his pocket) is a littlt thev went into. It is therefore no won- 
ftbry book, which I will lend you that the boy learned bad habits, and 
to-morrow, and if you then read me one followed the example of hrs father. He 
of them prettily, I will lend it to you till fome mealure to be pitied ; for 

you (hall have read the whole out.” been taught better, he poffibly 

A3 might 
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thik Moralijts. » 

. r«.nprallv more abufive .wiA 
than they are fond 

Li for tlje ntoft part ,cpwards. This 
S^boy hadalfo .a do^, who Jarn- 
«j as nLy bad tricks of him as he had 
bf his fadier : fo that thefether, thcfon, 
^ " his dogi .were confidered as little 
[(■r fhaii 5hree. brutes, lytd ?ll, equally 
4rfpi{y;hy the ueiglibqurs. ^ 

He was pue nioraing gou)g abroad 
ills (Jpg LjRP> for fuch was. the 
miurnai’s ^aigie> ^vhcn ^.mpt a 
ptde,bpy ,gcuji^^ of 

thread an<Jpufter,,.^(l.hay^^^ :his fJj.upcr 
bu. his fclket. ,tiop immediately ,r un up 
"lo. the little l?pj, >^0, frigbj:eped out .pf 
> . .. v^is. wits,, tkro)v d\c bread apd 

_ . Being of a ver}’’ qu^rr^Ilom^ dog, crying out to the naughty boy 
per, he was often ferved as you here w {q call off Ks dog ; but, Jnllead.of .fp 
mdgotmaiiy a found .dfubbing^by^fcva Jdping, .he. poh^Bio’, the baiket which 
boys like himfelf. Though k mult b ppQj^ t|ie '.little boy'^s ann, and 
obfeeved, that boys of a bad it. Lion V wto tlj« 

^ A’4' dog 








14 litih McraUfis. fhe LHtle 15 

dog inftantiy tore* the bafket to pices pretty Florella could not help oh- 
and^ eat up all the poor litth frfen'ing, that naughty a(flions generally 
low s provifions* bring along with them their own punilh- 

« This terrible lofsof all his prorjments. 

Cons mfpired the little fellow with lit * 

common courage : he .went to the hedK ’ 

And pulled out a large ftick, and coskl 

/ng up to the dog before he had MM ] 

his meal, he gave him fuch a ftrokenp.1 

on the head, as lent him away how^‘! • 

in the mofl: terrible manner. ' ” 

This little fellow was notnc' 

fo big as Lion’s mafter, who wi' ^ ^ Cl\i}ier 

fuch a coward that he dared not to ap 

proach him, but kept at a diftanc! 

throwing Hoiies at him ; which a fanaij 

who had a whip in his hand, obfern 

ing, came up foftly to him, and ^anv 

liim two or three fuch cuts, as fent iik; 

Away bellowing after his dog.'* 

A fhower of rain now coming 01), • 

Mr. Stiibbe deli red the reft of this ftorj, 
might be deferred till the next dayj: 
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Chapter the Second* 



the Litide Moralifis. ^ 7 

fcene in the firft chapter, whl^ J am 
fore my pretty readers lif e n°t yet for- 
gotten. As Ammtor had begun 
ftory, the good parfon defired the 
Florella to finift it, which the pretty 
dear readily compiled with, and read as, 

=iollows. , 

“ This hoiTevv hipping had no eltcct 
on this wicked boy ; for, as foon as the 
fmart was over, he looked about for 
frefli matter to gratify his evil difpofi- 
;ti(?n. While he was fitting on a llile 
Uooking about him, and his dog lying- 
in the ditch, he faw a poor boy com-, 
ing along with a pie. As fbon as he 
came to the llile, he alked the poor little 
^llow what he bad got there, It 
(faid he) which my 
my motlicr, himfcl^ 
and us children with, as he has novA 
had a fuccefsful liarveft, and none of us 



naa a tucceisiul iiarvelt, and none ot us 
I /f R. Stubbs returned the next o have tafted a bit of rneat^ for this fort- 
V I and brought with him the abf night, li-at ii,qw I thijjlj^ of it, 1 fnoul4 
drawn from a padipu o have 
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tS The Little Morali/ls, 



The Little Moralifis. ^9 
and. without confidering, ftuck 



have brought a two-penny loaf witW hedge, ana. wuu^u. j 

Will you be fo kind as to look after his knife into a piece of the meat, and 
pie, while I ftep back and gctone?”' inftj^ntly put it into his mouth, and 
With all my heart,’' faid this wiclt.’ thus burnt his tongue info terrible a 
ed boy ; fo away 'back went the m manner, that he could hardly tafte imy 
little fellow, not thinkingin whatwich thing for more than a week after. Hic 
ed hands he left his yie. No foow dog Lion, awakened by the cries oi his 
was he gone, than the little villain tocl wicked mafter, ran to him, and being 
out his Knife, cutoff the top-cruft \tir-attraded by the fmell of the meat, he 
nicely, threw all the meat and gtan took a large mouthful of it, and being 
into the hedge, filed whepan with thus burnt as well as his mafter, he 
and then put on the cruft, again. .wu away howling and yelping till he was 

When the poor boy returned, *> 0 ^^ of light.’* , . . 

thanked this wicked child in the kin^ tender hearted Amintor could 

mafiner for the cire he had taken of if not help crying, when he confidered 
pie, and told him, ifhe would golw^^lif a terrible difappointment this 
with, him, he wasfurehisfetherwodiwmked boy muft have occafioned i^ 

veryVeadilv give himapiebeofit;H’‘this family, w^ho had not tafted 

this tlic yotjng villain in\ 
confidering- 4at he hW dorri. ' 

' “ ^s' tliis fad boy was bimff f fired Mr. Stubbs would allow her a 

very- hfingr^S no foonlr wn. the po.' reft. She conld not. 

fcl?o-.v^g0ne riian he toped- mtoi' help obferving. that tlm 

■ . ® 2 wicked 











frtr Th LMe Mardlip, 

kicked Hftle boy was in fofn^ meafin, 
^id off in his own com* fihceh6w!i 
difappOinted thefe poof and ianocu 
people of their dinner* was himfelfrcj 
d^lred incapable of eating for fome m 
Yet this Was biit a poor fecompeastl 
l^e ihjnred* Who were too good to tub 
flight in the punifhment of any one. 

FFotella then proceeded. TH 
Wicked boy had artothel* fed trick of fti 
fhig his dog to bite the heels ofhorfel 
'"^icy went along, which 
die caiife of the poor aniinai throdl) 
Sis rider ; but the laft time La 
tjrt'terfipted this friOk, the hoffe ga 
him fb violent a kick as laid liir 
dead upon the fpo't. See how quiett 
lion lies* 



ZinU Mpral^r^ 




He one time met wkh a poor l>li»4 
pie-woman, whom Ite told, if (he,WQi|lj 

j{ go along with him, he would tiike her 
to a place, where, on crying opt her 
^les aloud, (he would fpon fell all fliehad 
halket* The pgnr woman was 

^3 yfiT|r 
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rhi Little Uaralijii. The Little Mcfalip. 

very thankful, and begged he \v(4 lif s wickednels that his father, took any 
lead her there, when he fhould S notice of him. , ■ . 

herbeft prayers for his happinefs in.r? “ wicked career was, howevcrs, 
turn. He accordingly took het bvik tit laft. flopped ; for. having tainbkd out 
arm, and leading her into the ^ pear-tree, up into which he had 

a church daring divine fervice, foldh .climbed in order to rob it, he .broke his^ 
then was the time, when the poorw which turned ^to a i^orafic^tion, 
woman, not knowing where Ik killed him. ^ During his lilnels. he 
began to cry> as loud as flie coaH |>ecame very penitent, and as he. feeinq 
Come buy my. tarts aftd 'cheefecafei exceedingly forry for alh .ms pat 
they are all hot, hot, hot !'* Tls' to be hoped that God 

wicked boy then ran out of the , £ -a, i i\/r 

asfaftas he could, and the beadles » ‘ Florella having ^ thus finilhed Mr. ; 

formed tht poor blind woman of k Stubbs feemed vaflljt pleafed vvu^ the 

miftake ' ■ ' ' wmcli this pretty .maid had 

» If'he faw any. poor cripples, ftorr. and left bpok.wph 
woflld invent feme means io 

them down, andthemoretheysvCrehsf * n f f 

, r ’4. that it was a lingular proof of 

the more pleafure It gate him. Het» eonfequences of delighting in 

great delight in We . are feme litf le blys. 

every kmd of animal of wha nature . mifchievnnc PAli/ 






ever. 



from 










24 Little Moratijls, 

from the v/ant of refle^lion. For wh 
little boy would attempt to torture i’ 
fly, or any other animai whatever, 
they did but recoiled, that they have it 
fome degree at leaft, the fame feeliiw 
as we have ? 

It is alway my rule, (fald Amintal 
and fb it is with my dear filler, wb 
ever we are going to do any thing, tj 
afic ourfelves the qudlion, whether iti 
fuch as we would wilh to be done wii 
by others ? This is a never^failing guii; 
and fuch as never will deceive us.’* 
Mr. Stubbs then gave thefe fwei! 
children his blefling, and left them ; ai 
ter which, having feen their flod 
fafely folded, they went arm ii 
arm towards their own hovel, wlia 
their poor parents were waiting for to 
in order that they might partake win 
jiiert) of their humble fare* 



Li/fk 



Chapter the Third, 



S Amintor and Florella were walk- 



A \ 

£\ ing home together, they palTed by 
Chafti 'Squire Simpfon’s houfe, which you here 
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^he Little Moralifis, ^ yj%e Little MoraIijis» 27 

fee. Thex were fo full of iheir iXrj „,;th a book, and how they came by 
little book, and the frelh lellon whid jl. oading, that they had better mind 
Mr. Stubbs Had fet them, that they coni ;^dr (beep, and look after their concerns 
not help, every now and then, pullin home, than think about reading. He 
oiS the book and looking at it, 'il-did rtot comprel^nd, he faid, that an/ 
they were doing as they happened topal ijody had a right to learn to read but 

the/Squire's houfc, which was perceive people; for it only made poor 

by Mafter Simpfqn, and out he came.^pcople faucy , and hegle&ful of their 
. I mull acquamt you, my pretty lii4^4cfs. If they karfied the Lord’s 
readers, that Mafter Simpfon was,astr piayer, the Belief and the Ten Corn- 
many of the children of the rich are, j|jtiandiiients, that was enough for poor 
fpofled child, and indulged to the greaidEpeople to know, as the paVfon would tell 
excefs in every thing. He was ab«l 5iem the reft. 

the age, but fomewhat ftouter tkF « ith an idle (Jueftion, Mafter Simp- 
Amlntor, and yet) though he had vs|fon, (replied Amintor) to aik us what we 
riety of tutors in the houfe, he coiilfcare doing with this book, becaufe you 
hardly read. But this is not to be wob| fee we are reading it. As to alking us 
dered at, when wx confider, that he (lif- how we came by it, though it Is a rude 
died only juft when he pleafed, andywicpieftion, I will tell you it was kindly 
may fuppofe that was not often. Ilent us by our good parfon Stubbs, to 
^ . j--7Tiis Mafter Simpfon, ftein|; a bo^ whom we have juft now been reading the 
^ in the hands of our little moralifts, caAhiftory of a naughty boy, and I think»- 
up to rfiem/ and alked them what IS, - it 




29C 



) 






Lhtie idoniUJh. 



^the Ltith 



2 <^ 



if yoa were to read u, it might bsj foUd manner of reafoning pqt 
fomefervicctoyou. , ■ J£hy little Simpfon into a 

“ As to your advi« tkt „p Amintor, threatening 

be bener for us to look after our the book from him i but Ammtor 

and mmd our concerns at home. him not to attempt any thing of 

trouble our heads about reading. nnlefs he firft convinced him, 

kiad of advice I moft certainly „ore courage, and was 



never take. I (hall ir*deed miad m 
linefs ; but then I and my dear Flo 




couragCi 

r than he was. H« advifed 
. . ,,,.u...r Simpfon to recolle^l, that though 

will continue to^ read as often as vft rich and the other poor, yet 

have an opportunity, wiAout o„e had a right to defend his own 

leave of any rich man s fon. a„d that he certainly fhould to 

It IS too often the misiorlun? Il^ m.' 
rich children, (continued Amintor) ftp Simpfon was fadly firfl 

be very idle and indolent, and too to find, that a poor fhepherd's boy was 
properly to attend to their books. %o much wifer than himfeif, and in the 
they therefore know themfelvcs to place, that he had not the courage 
very ignorant, they cannot bear tk ‘to jnit his threats into execution. He. 
thoughts that poor people (houldbe^tvent ho a pet, and told' his mama 
than themfelves ; for wifdom is theffl^th i«hat contempt he had been treated 
tain of happinefs, and ignorance is aM the poor Amintor. Lady Simpfon 
luhve dream.^V ^ashighlv enra^ to think that a poor 

^*erd s boy mould dare to iufult her 

dear 
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3 ^ Lath Mot'alip. F fhc Lifile 'McraliJk- 

dear fon, whofe fortune would let, .at expence in keeping tutors' in inf 
great. _ 1 inftruft Y«u in all the polite 

’Squire Simpfon,who was a verymraaches of educatioHj and yet I have 
fible man, endeavoured to pacify hisla Ihe misfortune to that even the 

by telling her, that there was no^Q^r Amintor and* Florella, whom 
counting tor the differences betvveendc ^ou feem to deipiie on account of 
dren, and .that both parties fhouldl Jieir poverty, are far richer in learning 
heard, before any one pre&mes to foi j^d incntal refinements than you are., 
a judgment of either. He reprefenn Learning is not to be bought by gold 
Amintor and Florella as two fweetdi Jone,' but by great ffudy, labour, and 
dren, who would never quarrels ipplication, and youth iti the- time in 
any one without fomc caufe j andb vhich it muib be acquhed. That feafon 
clear from his ion’s own confeilion,^ oft’is loif for ever, and an old age of 
he was tlie firft offender, by threatdi gnorance fucceeds it. In what light 
to take the book away from thew nuilyouappear in the eyes of the world, 
little fhepherd and Ihepherdefs. b R’hcn, after all the exj^nce I have been 
Simpfondid not altogether like this iw >t, two poor^childrcn, who have hardly 
of reafoning, and therefore left the roJ inv other tutor than nature, exceed you 
in a kind of pet. Jasmuch in learning, as ‘you do them in 

Maffer Simpfon and Ills papa b#he empty parade of riches? Beadvifed 
now left alone, Mr. Simpfon took jy me, my dear chiid, in future attend 
opportunity thus to addrefs him. “ jo your books, and then you will love 
dear boy, you are fcnfible that I afly it pretty Amintor and Florella as having 

“* ’ . keen 










32 Yhe Liith Morafijls. 

been, m fome meafure, the caufe of j 
'Squire Simpfion having thus 
Hepped out of the room without 
for a reply 

Mafter Simpfon. being now left 
felf, eafed his little heart in a flood 
tears, and determined from that* 
to apply himfclf alhduoufly to his 
In this he kept his H^ord, and foot 
the pleafing difference^ between 
confidered as a dunce or a fcholar. 
loved the little Amintor fot his freei 
friendly admonitions, and^both he| 
his. filter were frequently rent for to| 
'Squire’s houfe, where they were alw 
fed plentifully themfelves, and % 
home loaded to their poor parents. ^ 

Thus you fee, my pretty little« 
whatever your conditions in life may ► 
that learning will be the ^ 

can have ; and tlwugh it 



fhe JMtU Moral0y* 



Chapter the Fourth, 




fome labour and pains to acqoire ^ 
even that labour wiU appear fweet,« 
you confidcr what the harvcil wi 



I 



:r . 



rir. two pretty little moraliits got 
up the next morning as foon as it '■ 
in order to look after their 
C iheep. 




1 llll|!lll 

20 3 

1 dm 


iiii|iiii 

0 4 

IlllillU 


— in — 

= o — 


lill|llll 

0 6 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

0 7 

iiukii 


iiii|iiii 

0 8 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

0 9 

JlllllliJ 


llll|llll 

0 1( 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

)0 1- 

lllllllll 


lllllllll 

lO 12 

lllllllll 


llll{llll 
>0 12 
lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 1^ 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 
w u 
lllllllll 


lllllllll 

50 ie 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 15 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

70 1( 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 IS 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 2( 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 21 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 
10 22 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 
>0 22 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 2^ 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

W 2‘ 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 2( 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

50 25 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 

70 2{ 

lllllllll 


llll|llll 1 

50 29C 

lllllllll 1 




) 







Tioe Little Moralijfi 
to 

againrt their 



^hc Little Mortilijis 



5 ^ 



Iheep, and to.get prepared with theirU, a,,,' efually fat under, and there fearing 
againll their triend the parfon came. ] Imfelves, the pretty little Ihepherdeis 
was pleafing to fee this fweet little lU aad asWlows. 



1 themfeh 

“ A pretty little hoj^ having occafion 



herd and flKphcrdefs trudgiu 

g^tte, arm in-ann, in to goTo^a village, which was ""about fix 

and affedionate manner. It is much«n)iles from his own home, fet out early 
be wiflied, that , all brothers and Min the morning, and carried provilions 
would imitate diele Aveet children, l«with him, not choohng to Hop any where 
iriftead of w‘ran^ing and qt^eUin his little journey for rcfrefiiments. 
among themfeU^, would likeSHThe firll thing he met with was a little 
in the faiYic harnfony. Jfpaniel, that feemed half famiilied. The 

As foon as Amintor and his lifter Mpoor creature, feeble as he w 2 b, looked 
Mr*. Stubbs coming, they went to Mat him very earnellly, and wagged his 
him, and him a good Our little traveller concluded he 

Good morning to you, my pre^ was hungry, and though he knew he had 
cliildren, (faid Mr. Stubbs) I canfeeklbrought out with him but a fmall al- 
your looks that y’ou have got your IeffoD.’’llowance, yet he determined to give the 
** Yes, Sir,; (faid Florella) I hope^ poor creature part of it, which he ,ac- 
have ; and it was with great pleafureM^rdingly did, and the little animal hav- 
we read ydiir hillory of a good boy,* kg devoured it greedily, in return kept 
it certainly is more agreeable to hearw him company all the way. 
good .children than naughty on^ Our little traveller had not gone 

They then vv alkcd on to tlic fliadyJJ further, when he came op with a 

” C z poor 
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37 

me a half- 



(faidthe poor woman) do give 

Lny to buy me a ktde bread fo. 
Cither I nor my poor babes have taited 
a morfcl .of bread this ^y.” As to 
monev, goQ<i woman, (laid our little 
traveller) 1 have none; but what little 



35 The Liiih Moralifis, 

poor jack-afs lying on the ground g: 
ing. He fuppofcd that Ibme cruelly 
had Jtra veiled this poor creature tooj 
iv^itliout feeding him, that he'had|® 
with fatigue, and that his cruel niafe 

had forfaken liim. Obferving thtii j ^ave left, you are weleotnc 

poor animal, as you lee in the pidurcai 
the head of tliis chapter. This refrdliftl 
the creature fo much, that he got 
his legs, when our little traveller ledH 
to a pond of water to drink, andi 
he appeared to be fo much ieccSSi 
that he could walk about and graze i 
eafe- 



W left, and away he trudged. 

Before he had got to his journey’s 
end, he heard a poor man in a held call- 
ing out for alTiliance, He afiied him 
what was the matter, OTxd the poor man 
told him he had loll his way. Our little 
traveller w'as furprized at the anfwer, 
when he faw' tlie man never attempted 
, r- u * 1 ^ to far; but he foon found that he was a 

Finding t le poor a ® ecu 9 | could find ly^s way from 

take«reofitfel , be redoubkdK^^^ 

fearing he_fhould be belated; buthej^ or ct4r bewildered, he 



not gone far before atraid to ftir, lell he Ihould tumble into 

beggar woman, who bad wo ^ fciue bad place ; and well it was for him 

,h her arms, and he dii not. as he had got over a 

“ God blefe you, my dear little maw • ^ & 



narrow 
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narrow piece of land, which was aW orefent, wiflied to know what were the 
— j 1 ***w^fi , - of ouF llttlc nioialiils cjoncern- 



opinions 

iBgit. 



furrounded by a deep pond, and a 
mercy it w'as that he was not 
Our traveller immediately ran toJ| %nintor obfeived, that there ^ 
conducted him in fafety out of hisii great differenee between this Iweet little 

1 r. • •. V — J ^^ono-ntir Kr\\r 



ger, and, after putting him in his^ 
road, left him, and purfued his jou 
while the poor blind man called 
heaven to reward fo fweet and goi 
youth. 

He again purfued his journey, 
at laft reached the village he was 
to. Having there finifned the 
he went about, he prepared to 3 
hon>e ; but he had loll fo much tlmejj 
afTifting the different objeds he had 
with, that he feared it would be 
before he cOuld reach home, 
he fubmitted himfelf to the piol 
of God, not doubting of his goodne^ 
■ As this pretty ftory was a long 
Mr. btuhbs propofed to put off the I 
/nainder to the next day ; but, fo^‘ 

P* 



prettv traveller ai^d the naughty, boy, 
yhofe hiftory>the.y J^d ^ore read. He 
diought that nothing in this life, could 
afford fo great a pleafure as that of do- 
ing good to each other. It always vexed 
iiim to the hciu-t, wlien he faw little 
bovs quarrel, -as it could proceed only 
from the violence of an unruly paffion ; 
and he was fUll more vexed, when he 
faw them negled the opj^ortunitles .tiiat 
often happened of jiclievmg the wretched 
and hungry. • « 

Pretty Florella faid, that ffie hoped 
the dear little traveller would get home 
fafe, as it w' 2 s out cf tendernefs to others 
tlwt he had expofed himfdf to this in- 
convenience. Had he not Hopped to 
W the dog and the afs, and to lead the 
G 4 poor 
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poor blind man out of bis ^ai^i 
lituation, he would have perforn^ 
journey in good time. However, | 
did not prefume to blame him for i 
on the contrary, fhe would have*^ 
glad to have done the 
and fhould h*ave left her own proteftiti 
to God, 

Parfon Stubbs was highly pleafedwitli 
their fentiments, and alTureo them, iJk 
tiiough no immediate advantage raigit 
be derived from fuch afts of humani^ 
and generolity, yet they would ceriaiii|, 
meet with an ample reward hereafttf, 
However, there were many inftanccs of' 
atPions like thefe being amply rewar(H 1 
in this world. 
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T he next morning the good ^ 
Stubbs came again as ufual, an 
very kindly aiking them how th( 

dii 
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did, fat down by them, ivhen^^ 
took up the book, and proceeded^ 
as follows. 

Our little traveller had not 
above half his way home, when 
came on all on a fuddcn, the Iky 
exceedingly, dark, the winds. began 
blow hollow, and at lak down came 
nioft violent fllovver of hail and 
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As foon *as the ftorm was abated, 
ltt,c good beggar woman came and 
Lught him plentr' of provifions. whxch, 
L faid, (he had received from a gen- 
Itkman’s family m the neighbourliood 
'foon after our traveller had relieved her 
lin the morning. As the pretty little 
[fellow was very hungry, he eat very 
and thought it one of the 



—-heartily, j • i • 

attended with dreadful dianderandligklfweetcil meals he had ever made in his 
^ ‘ • dife. Thus, faid he to himfelf, I did 

About a minute or ^two before-fii this woman a kindnefs in the morn- 
dreadful ftorm came on, he metthepod ing, and (he now requites me for it in 
beggar woman, whom hb had ied ini the evening. Had I not then relieved 
morning. She infornied our little t[»i her, ftie would not now have cared a pin 
velier of the approaching Itorin, iB^hout me, and 1 might have perilhed in 

the ftorm. This clearly proves, that it 
isourintereft to alTift each other. 



conduced him to the hollow of a 
tree, w^here fhe advifed him to 
dll it was over. He took her_ 
and fcarcejy had he got in liefore it 
gan, as 1 have above rchued; and 
in tb.e pidure, in the preceding 
how fecurcly he Hands. 



“ The ftorm being now over, and our 
[little traveller having refreihed himfelf, 
jhe again fet out on his journey home, 
.and thanked the good beggar woman 
heartily ; and fhe, in her turn, 
begged 
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u° tfaeg wil4 i. , lane which brought him widiin 

of h.s mleh^rt. _ _ ^fjkrfge,when^he blind man 
‘‘ The mght continumg very datk,fc“ ^ pnrrne his journey. Our 
by feme means or odier nullook hu4Y^,^er here again remaiked. that 
and_ would not probably have foandly |,g faved this man’s life in -the 



again tiJl morning, had he not 
the footfteps of a perfon near him. 
little traveller called out for affiiiancc' 
the fame manner as the blind man ’ 
called out in the morning, and 
(hould come to his afiiftance but that 
blind man himfelf, who was now 
home, and to whom it made no 
ence, whether the fun Ihone or it 
totally dark, he being blind. 

Our traveller no fooner called om! 
than the blind man knew his voice, 
inftantly made up to him. ^’hen 
blind man found our traveller had 
his way, he thanked God for 
given him an opportunity to < 
former deliverer. He immediately 



fning, he himfelf might have perilhed 
the night. 

» The evening began to grow bghtcr, 
uid the tnoon to appear j but our liitle 
fjtelierwas To exhaulled with walking, 
at he was almoll ready to lie down and 
, At this very moment, he happened 
look around him, and faw an afs 
itting towards him, till it came clofe 
te his fide, and foon found that this was 
very creatur; he had afliiled in the 
orning. The afs feemed to wi(h he 
voald get upon his back, which our 
vellcr did; and it is probable the 
T afs would have carri^ him quite 

“ Our pretty teaveller, however, re- 



this pretty boy by his arm, aaa the poor afs muih 

be, 



) 
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l)e, after riding a good way, and lyi^rtaken him, had not the little fpaniel 
himfelf pretty well relied, got 0^^ had fed in the morning bit the ox’s 
mirfued the reft of his journey on and thereby drew off his attention 
He firft, however, led the poor afs toi rom one objed to another, which gave 
fine turf of grafs, by the fide of a ^ m traveller time to make his efcape, 
pool, and there left him to enjoyij| md get home, when the littk dog came 
felf. to him, fawned upon him, and our tra- 

As he was walking on, he tiler afterwards kept him as k)ng as he 
not help refle<fling on the goodnefs. ived.” 

Providence, who had that day raade| As foon as Amintor had finilhed 
fo ufeful to others, and in pding this ftory, Florella could hardly 

of which, others had been fo lelp crying. She knew not which molt 
him. He now no longer doubted, | 10 admire, the goodnefs and humanity 
that God had created one creature fori of the litde traveller, or the ample re- 
iife of another. He wasindiilginglijcoiDpences he received for all his good 
felf in thefe fentiments tjll liisooho 
appeared at a diftance ; but how jha 
exprefs our little traveller’s 
when, on looking round him, he la« 
mad bull running furioully at him.^ 

Our poor little traveller ran as 
xis he could, but the bull gfned^ 
upon liim> and would certainly 



10ns. “ What a deal of pleafure he 
take (faid Florella) in that pretty 
ttledoe that faved him from the horns 
f the furious ox ? And I dare fay, he 
vifited the hollow tree, which 
fayed him from the effe^s of that ,dread- 

The 







80 








I 

48 The Little MoraliJIs, , 

The good parfon Stubbs 
them, that though this pretty little h ' 
vcller was fo well rewarded for his^Qi 
nefs of heart, yet little boys mi \ 
(hould not do good anions merclyj ^ 
the hope of rewards. This little® : 
veller did every thing through the® 
tnral goodnefs of his heart, and ' 
plea fare he found in relieving the 
lities of otliers afforded hima fecretj 
tisfadion, beyond any other 
this world could afford him. 
is fo plealing to the generous h 
thofe tears of compaffion, wliich 
times inienfibly deal down our 4 
they afford us more real pleafure 
fatisfadion titan all the tfUST 
laughters of gay circles. Thefc 
only the external fenfes, but the 
penetrate our very fouls. Mr. 
then took leave of our little 
leaving them a letfon for the next 
and tiien walked hoin^. 
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Chapter the Sixths 




^HE fituation of our poor little 
1 traveller, as related in mv hill- 
twpter, with a mad bull in purfuit of 
D him. 



I 
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him, certainly dfferves a piame tocB* 
jnemorate his happy efcape. 1 U 
therefore, at the heginning 



The Little Moral Jis, 

leffon, which, I am Aire, will as much 
vex you as it will me. 

« That is true, (replied Amintor} 
ter, prefenjted my pretty little re^ my dear filler, remember it is v/hat 



Hvith a trW reprefehtatiori of that| 
adllon. 

But to proceed; the next 
proving very wet and difmal, Mr, 
was thereby prevented paying his 
\ifit to dur little fliepherd and ** 
efs, wjio had taken (belter under 
liovel, "* Thefe pretty little 
amiifed thcmfelves in chatting to" 
other ; , but, as their converfation 
nut on idle and childifli fubjefts,! 
not but my pretty readers wifli to 
what it was: I (hull therefore 
to tell them. 

“ Blefs me, (faid Florella to 
tor) how it rains ! This rain will 
vent Mr. Stubbs coming to us 
morning, and we Ihall lofe 



God pleafes, and we muft not murmur 
at what he pleafes to dire<fl. But this 
niii, though it proves a difappointment 
to us at prefent, it may be of iniinite 
fervice to us in future, as well as to 
many other people. This rain Avill 
moiilen the earth, and bring up the 
fweetgrafs for our innocent flock to feed 
on. It will likewife aflifl: in the growth 
of vegetables in general, and will do a 
warld of good befldes, much more than 
you or I know of. But I will read you 
part of the hiflory of little Amarillis, 
which is, in fonie degree, applicable to 
what we are talking about. 

The little Amarillis was a fvveet 
pretty creature, who loved and was be- 
loved by every one. She conflantly Arid 
pice befpre and after dinner* and fup- 
D i per 
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per; and never went to bed at 
without offering up her prayers to 
. nor rofe in the morning without 
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This was a terrible diflippoint- 

menf; ^ 

and they had, for fome time be- 



nor roie m uic muinmg wimoutl year, r i > 
peating them. She was dutiful toi fore, been reckoning on the plearures 
: 9miifements that day w^ould afford. 



parents, and loved her brother, nor 
Ihc ever give the fervants any room 
complain of her. 

“ It fo happened, that Mils 
had a new^ gow«^ and her brother a 
C)at,.both at the fame time, in order 
p-o to the fair along with fome 
httl? folks like themfelves. The: 
ing ^vas delightful and plcafant, 
piomifed a fine day, fo that all the 
gentrv were drelTed in their heft 
parel ; but juft as they were going 
fet out, the Iky was fuddenty gvckJ 
the clouds presently colleiftco, ar^ 
rain fell in torrents, continuing# 
the whole day , without any Jjl* 
intermifiion tliat would admit them 
ilir Out. 



and amufements that day 
them. It was very excufeable in fuch 
pretty little creatures, if they were 
foraewliat uneafy at this dlfappoint- 
ment; but they were above crj'ing on 
the occafion. 

“ Their mama, who was a very fen- 
fiblelady, plainly faw, that this difap- 
pointment gave Amarillis and her bro- 
ther much uncafinels, Ihe therefore called 
them to her, and, after tender!}^ kiifiiig 
them, thus faid to them : 

“ My dear children, I am forry you 
have met with this difappointment ia 
the weather; but I am fure you would 
much rather the rain fiiould keep you 
2t home, than either lamenefs or fick- 
kIs. Therefore thank God that you 
neither fick nor lame, but are in a 
D 3 condition 
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condition^ to enjoy thofe innocent pjej, 
f ares, which the houfe can afford you, 
where tlie rain cannot incommode you. 
When you rec<diecl, ray fweet creature, 
what a dry fcafon we have had, 1 ai 
furc you will, with pleafure, give up 
the expecf itions of this da}* to the pbf. 
ing recolle^lion of the good this nin 
will do, and the great fer vice it will i 
of to all the furronnding lands. 

“ Another confideration ought toi* 
duce you not to regard this difappoint. 
ment, finc^" you are not fure, had you 
gone to the fair, but feme accidei^ 
might have happened to you, wluci 
will now be prevented by your (hylnj 
at home. V^ht-n you grow up in * 
world, you will perhaps have occa.iffl' 
to obferve, that we frequently vex and 
torment ourfelves at not being aole ^o 
gratify fome particular wifli, wluca, lj 
it been obtained, might have been uij 
pernicious to us, 
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.. Nor is tills all, my dear children ; 
for by thus accuftoming yourfelvcs to 
' up with difappointinents, you will 
acquire fuch a ferene habit of mind, that 
feiv tilings in this world will be able to 
nifie your temper, or difturb the iran- 
paillity of your minds. Happy arc thofe 
iho pofiefs that invaluable jewel ! 

“ I have a nice cake in the houfe, and 
ferae choice fruit. Y ou fhall have them, 
and call in your little neighbours to par- 
take with you.*’ 

“ Aniarillis and her brother kifTed their 
mama, then thanked her, pulled off their 
new clothes, called in their little compa- 
\ mens, when they fell upon the cakes and 
and equally forgot both tlti-wea- 
tlier and the difappointment they had met 
with. Hence it evidently appe.ars, that 
we frequently fuffer iniinitely mere from 
imagination than from realities.** 

Amintor having now finiihed, Flo- 
Klla obferved to him, that fhe plainly 
D 4 j^erceived. 
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perceived, that it was. not beco^; .ften bring great inconveniences with 
hov's or airlq fn lif»r hrntlipr. in 




little boys or girls to complain agaij 
the will of Providence. “ I vervwdl 
remember, {faid this pretty ihepherdc6| 
what our good Mr. Stubbs- told us enf 
dav, tliat ' though we arc apt to \ft 
frightened at ftorms and tempefts, \ 
there w'duld be no living without tlieiB; 
foi'tthat they put the air in motion, 
thereby fweeten it, dell roving all thofc 
little animals that fly over our heads, 
artd fometimes even into cur ftoniack, 
and then make us fick. 1 have ofta 
ol'.fervcd how fvvect every thing 
after a fhower of rain, and whatj 
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them. Amarillis and her brother, in 
ij^ehiftory I have been juft reading, had 
new clothes, which made them unhappy 
ontwooccafioiis: firft, that they could 
net go abroad to fhew them; and, fc- 
(cndly, for fear the rain ftioiild fpoil 
them. Now you and 1, my dear Flo- 
rella, who have no more clothes than 
backs, feel no anxieties of that fort.’* 

“ I remember it very well, (faid Flo- 
iclla) and here is^a paflage in this little 
book, which I ""will read to you. 
, “ Though riches are not to be defyiifcd, 
ke they not only procure ns all the 



beautiful appearance all the ilower-s ad |pleafures and comforts of this life, and 



herbage of the fields then put on. 
will no more complain of’tbe rain.” 

“ What I have -now lieen reading, 
(faid Amintor) puts me in mind of what 



oitai 



pit it in our power to relieve the necef- 
•tics of the poor and diftrefted, jet we 
not purfue them with too much 
ogernels, fmee they are apt to make us 



our good parfon told us one day, forget ourfelves, and lead us into dan- 

we \\ ere talking about riches and to — ■ - - - 

clothes. He obierved, that thefe 



^ous errors. Idlencfs and inactivity 
^eraljy accompany riches, and thofe 

bring 
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bring on lofs of appetites, paias, ^ 
difcafes; while the humble peafant, 
who labours for his dally bread, enjon 
a fe:ift every meal he makes, and is’ij 
ftranger to llrifv;, envy, or any of M 
unhappy paffions, v/hich repofe on ik 
downy pillow of the great.'’ • 

In this manner our poor little fliephcii 
and fhepherdefs converfed and read a\v^ 
the time, till the evening ftole upon ib 
almoft infenfibly ; for time, \yhcn pro. 
perly employed, never fits heavily on oat 
hands. They, therefore, feeing nigk 
approaching,, having taken proper cait 
of their Ih.eep, bent their fieps towb 
the home of their good but poor parenn 
It \vas very pleafing to fee thefe tw? 
pretty children v/alking honie arm la 
arm, the fweet piauresot healtb,pea^ 
and contentment; tltofe three d.y.n^pi 
feflions, w'hich form the whole 1 ) Hein d 
human happinefs. ^ 







re- 



\ S Amintor and Florella w ere 
41. turning home in the evening. 



% efpied a large bird, called a kite, 

flying 












m 



6o T'he Little 

fiying away with a young chicken in ^ 
claws, Arnintor perceived it alraoil as 
foon as it rofe from the ground, and tak- 
ing np a ?s.yfia 

he threw it fo he hijt the 

on t) 7 i>- belly, fo that he was glad to drop 
l\is prey, which fell to the c;round, 
Thefc kites (fuid Aipintor toki} 
fifter) ^re as great enemies to the birds and 
chickens, as the foi^es are to oyr laaisj 
You reniember Paifon jStdbbs told ns, 
that nothing is made in vain j dfcj 
Ihould think, that there is no oaa&Hi 
for thofe animals thk only live upon iN 
induftry of others, and have no othef 
vifible w^y of living than by 
and rapine.*' 

« What you fay is very true, 
dear brother, (faid Florel'a) .bttt y(»| 
know, that birds of various kinds pi 
the feed out of the ground almoft as 
as it is fovvn, and thereby do a 
deal of injury to the farmers, whoj* 
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.tn,Iv (hoot thefe birds; yet it b well 

bwn. that were it not for thefe very 
U. the around would fwarm with in- 
^ ’and the air with flies, which theie 
jKtty birds devour, and thereby in a 
Lt mfafure preferve our crops. It is 
reaforable, that thefe pretty birds 
iiould have fomething for their labour 
swell as we; and if they eat our corn, 
lein return eat them.” 

Afflintor picked up the poor chicken, 
which was very mucii hurt, and gave it 
lis fifter, who plucked a little grafs, 
it into herbalk-t, and the chicken 
p that. As they knew it belonged 
'to’Sqaire Simpfon, they carried it to 
lim, and he was highly pleafed at their 
iving this chicken, as it was one of a 
tit}' valuable game breed. The 'Squire 
pve them a large piece of cake and lomc 
filled their balkct with one thing or 
wbfor the old fliepherd and their mo- 
and allied them to come the i>cxt 
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day, and pafs part of it with MaScf 
Simpfcn. 

They carried home the provlfionsu 
their good old parents, and made^i 
hearts merry with thofe niceties tlisf 
were not accuftomed to. The m 



mornmg our pretty moralifts laces 
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It no great diitance from them was 
jkdof fine flowers, on the leaves of 
which fome of the moft beautiful and 
oaudy flies were fporting about, who 
leined to enjoy themfelves as much as 
kings and princes would in gilded pa- 



early, in order to look after their 
and get their lellbn ready againft 
parfon’s arrival, that then theynfl^ 
out, and accept of the 'Squires^ 
tion.* Mr. Stubbs came ‘at his 4 
time, and, after fome little converfifill 
Florella began to read her lefTon, 
lows. 

It once fo happened, that there 
a large ndl of ants in the corner of 
farmer’s fiel^. Thefe tnduftriousS^ 
were oonft'i^ly at labour, during i 
fine weather of the /fu miner months, 
carrying little grains of corn, orj 
feeds of particular plants, into I 
apartments under ground, 



“ A little young gentleman, who was 
(jaite unacquainted with the wonderful 
ptopties of different infeds, obferved 
In what a very different manner thefe in- 
fefts employed themfelves. “ How 
foolilh are thefe ants, (faid he) to fpend 
ill this fine weather in labour and toil, 
thile it is in their power to be as merry 
■!ik1 joyous as thefe flies, v/ho feem in^ 
iced to be happy."' 

“ But thefe fine days gradually di- 
minillied as winter approached ; the fun 
was fddom feen to fhine, the mornings 
were frofty, and the days cloudy. At 
wis feafon, the fame little gentleman 
walking with his father over j:he 

feme 
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fame fpot, when the ants were alldifap. 
peared, and the poor flies were feen ina 
languifning and dying ftatc. 

“ The little gentleman with furprife, 
afked what could be the reafon, that the 
.ants were all gone, and tliat the flics ap- 
peared in fo jauguiihing arid milerabk 
a Itaie ? His father told him. that the flies 
were a luxurious and carelefs brocd, 
who confidered only the prefent moment, 
without taking any care for the future, 
and that was tl>e reafon he now faw 
them perifhing for want. On the otlier 
hand, the ants, of \yhich he faw not a 
fingle one, were all now fafe in their 
cells, enjoying at eafe the fruits of their 
furamer's labour ; but that, as foon as 
the v^arm weather returned, he would 
fee them again, bufy as before, prepar- 
ing againll tlie fubfequent winter, wliich 
they know will come.'* 

As foon as Florella had finifhed read- 
ing, Amiiitor obferved, that tlic mow|. 
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of tills ftoiy was very clear: the ants 
itprefented thofe wife people, who, iii 
ie midft of ^ plenty, lay up a ftore 
inft a fcarcity. Thus we fhould, in 
our youth, lay up feme portion of what 
tre to get, to .enable us to go through 
llie evening of life more cheerfully^ 
Hie flies reprefent thofe filly and luxu- 
lioas people, who think not beyond the 
prefent moment, wafte and fquandet 
every thing as fad as they get it, and> 
in the evening of their lives, are often 
itdccedtomifery, want, and beggary. 

Mr. Stubbs was very much pleafeJ 
fith Amintor and his lifter; the one 
reading fo prettily, and the other 
tor making fo juft and fenlible ail ob- 
jnvation thereon. He therefore took 
fare of our little moralifts, having firft 
j;tnem a frejh lelTon for them to pe-* 

liTpt Stubbs gone, the 

p y fiorelJa and her brother, having 
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got a ihcphetd to looJc 

>afteT their Iheep, fet off for the ’Squire', 
fioale, where tl^y w'm. jj^ 

Mafter Siihpfon in- the ntOft gcjahni 
t\ired ynamier. Lkde Mis Simpfon and 
FloTclla amtifei thei^*ifelvcs with exam 
ing the ffe^es on the beatitifol 
arid fcic. paintm in the Mm 
parts of thft boufe ; ivhile Mafter Simp, 
fon tmd Anrintor went Into the gardra, 
in order to^i^ufe tliemfdves with fomc 
kind of fport in a more adivtway; for 
Malier Siropfon, notwithftanding lie vat 
riefu was not of an indolent difpofi- 
tion; 
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Chapter the Eighth, 




p the middle of the ’Squire’s garden 
«’asa large and deep canal, on whic! 
^ little boat, for the purpofe o 
^ rovvin 
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rowing up and down it. Mailer Simp, 
foil popofed to Amintofi by way of 
timufcment, to get into the boat and row 
about, by which means they Ihould alfo 
have a belter view of the garden on fle 
banks of the canal. 

To this propofal our little fliepkrd 
teadily agreed, and in they both Pot. 
They^ row'ed about fome time with i 
great deal of pleafurc, and 'Squire Simp* 
fon and his lady, together with their 
daughter and pretty Florella, werelpok-' 
ing out at one of the dining-room win- 
dows to fee how prettily the little boj5 
amiifed themfelves. 

This feene of delight, however, was 
fooft changed ; for Mailer Simpfonb 
tin<r his oar go into the water, he leaned 
fo Ihr over the boat, that in he went 
fprawling into the canal. Our pretty littk 
(hepherd, determined to fave him atafl 
events, fprung 

£dc where young Simpfon fell i»> 
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^eboat fuch a Ihock, tliat over it went, 
ind into the water he went alfo. 

The 'Squire called out for help, the 
k {creamed dreadfully, and Mi6 
inpfon and Florella run about the 
..did almoft diftra^ted, not knowing 
iliat to do, or where to go. The can^ 
12 s at fome diltance, and no fervant; 
near It, fo that there was very little 
jtrobability of faving the tv/o poor 
iiqrs. 

It lucidly happened tliat Araintor, 
flugh but a little boy, poffelfed great 
MSrage ; and what was Hill more fortu- 
nate, he had learned to f\v im a little. So 
;s foon as the boat was overfet, in- 
of making the l^elt of his way to 
to fave himfelf, he caught hold of 
lof the oars that was floating by his 
|^» and made fo dextrous an ufe of it, 
while Mailer Simpfon was throw-, 
arihs about in flruggling, little 
‘ conduced the oar upder hint 
E 3 clofc 
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ciofr to ills breafl, and by this meaaj 
^pt him from fmking. 

By this time the’Sqnire, hiskdy,aiid 
«ne of their fen^ants, had got to the fide 
cf the canaU but fuch was the diftraded 
fituation of the lady, that# inileadof 
thinking how to get at the poor childim 
m tlie water, the 'Squire and his m 
were fully employed in keying the laGy 
from jumping in after her ion. 

The little Ihepherd, feeing the confo- 
Hon all parties were in upon land, crkd 
cmtluftily, “ Squire, do not be afraid, 
aad I will bring Matter Simpfon tale » 
f&ere ” This he aecornpUlhedmahoit 
fiyc minutes ; for he was aM of bcii? 
too hafty, ktt the oar ihouldflip 
*oOT the young gentleman. 

. The fervatit had now got into il« 
canal, with all his clothes on, as ¥ 
as his neck, and as foon as h»s ) ^ 
aafter came within read., ^ 
caught hold on. him, and broug ^ 



5T2f Mcrali^r. 






afc on land. Little Amintor followed 
^f^nmming, happy and delighted to 
0: k had thus C:xvcd the kite: of a 
^ gentleman, who had been fb kind 
iShgjng to him. 

As foon as Mafter Simpfon was 
^ht on fiiorc, his mama caught him 
kkrarms, and ran in doors with him, 
fclkm'edby the 'Squire, their daughter, 
fen'mt ; but the pretty Florella 
ii not ftir an inch, till . fhe faw her 
krbrotlierfafe on land, and then, wet 
ik was, Ibe threw her arms roimdi 
and cried moft tenibly. 

“What do you ciy for, zny (weet 
J8(^ lifter, (faid Amintor') yon fee diat 
htwell, and we ought both of us to 
bnk God, who has thus given me 
to fave the life of my friend. , 
os go into the houfe, and i(ee how 
gentleman docs/' ^ 
iCn went into the houfe, and 
Remy body bufy about the your^ 

4 - gentleman i 
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gentleman ; one running with a wamr 
ing.pan to air the bed, another mount! 
ing his horfe to fetch th? doaor, foujc 
tearing the wet clothes off his back, and 
others bringing dry ones. Mailer Simp, 
fon, who was now perfedly recovered, 
told them that he wanted nothing but 
dry clothes, and begged they would turn 
their attention to the generous little (hep. 
herd, to whom he vvas indebted for bis 
life. 

During this time, Atnintor had been 
{landing in his wet clothes, without any 
one but Florella taking any notice of 
him ; but now all attention was turned 
to him, his wet clothes were taken off, 
and a handfome fuit of Mailer Simpfon’s 
was brought and put on him, which 
fitted him as well as if it had been 
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„„ was over, how pretty die little 
Ltor looked in his new drefs, “ My 
^courageous youth, (faid the ’Sqoue, 
iiiigAmintor by the hand) I owe to 
pt ^liberate prudence the life of my 
m fon, and be affured I will amply 
ward you for it. You (hall no more 
«t on your fliepherd’s drefs, but wear 
Jat of which you are more deferv- 

i 



Mifs Simpfon obferved, that 
le doubted not, but that pretty FlcJrella 
would become one of her dreffes, as 
pch as Amintor did that of her bror 
k’s. So faying, Ihe took her up into 
pdreffing room, and made her look 
ufmart as her brother. The "Squire 
ludhis lady admired the change drefs 
iitieu iuiii as wcu as n xt I made in die fweet little fhepherd 

for him. Little Florella had never feen (hepherdefs, which afforded them 



her brother fo fine before. 

Both the "Squire and his lady could 
not help remaiKing, as foon as their 






a merr}' joke during dinner-time, 
I pnt an end to all former fears and 
^fpteheuTions, 

The 
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TJie company were aftoniftied at ^ 
fmart anfwers made by o»r little rnorj. 
lifts, wliofe capacities and geaiosfe^ 
to command a fituadon far beyond what 
they were born to. The ’Squire was 
amajeed when he found, that Amiutor 
could read much better than his fon, and 
FlorelJa than his daughter. “ I fee,nif 
dear, (faid the ’Squire to his lady) that 
birth and fortune are but mere fliadowj, 
when compared to the gifts that natart 
has in her power. Hence we ought not 
to defpife the children of the poor, 
they may perhaps poffefs what riches can. 
not purchafe*” 
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Chapter the Nhith, 



Nthe courfc of the converfation, the 
Qhajitt the little fhepherd 

li (liepherdeis were the pupils of the 
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good parfon Stubbs, and they had wid, 

them the little book, in which 1 }h ^ • 

them leffon« to learn. The ’Squire tL w'ot help thieving, and ^metimes 
^ fore defired that little Florella ^^^bing for it. His living 

* read the talk tlie parfon had fet them !il»'h>gh manner made him grow large 

li The pretty little maid replied, thatfce “> %''tly, but then it fpoiled him 

"I had hot yet learned it; however, Ihe h>eing 'both lazy and 

would read it as well as Ihe could,’ and 

accordingly begun. « it fared very differently with Poiti- 

“ A poor man, having two fine pup. tf, who lived hard under a poor but 
pies, of a kind that is ufeful in coua- “after. He was never fuffered 
tries in wliich are beads of prey, pre* fire-fide> but ip^nd his 

fented one of them to his landlord, who # in the yard, in order to guard the 
was a rich man, and lived in a very Adorn thieves* During the^ day* 
fplendid manner. The name of this was expofed to the feverity of 
puppy was Casfar; but the other puppy, 
whofe name was Pompey, the poor man 
kept himfelf, to be a guard over bis 
houfe and his flocks. 

Caef^r was fed with all the luxuries I 
of k plentiful kitchen, and foon became j 

the favourite of the fervants, who learned 

hill) a number of tricks, and fuffered him frough and ugly, and not fo much 

admired 



i elements, and learned to encounter 
;and tempefts. The frequent at- 
he had with wolves, when they 
any depredations on the flocks 
given him many opportunities of 
fhis ftrength and exerting his con* 
All this, indeed, made him look 
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admlizd as his brother Csfar • but tlm. ('!* 

Pompey tvas a afeful dorwhikS 1 

was good for nothing. The ktterwaj li, , o- 

noted thief, while the former would ’ nnre^ anf 

on anv accdunt, toudi any thing but deceitful than appea ‘ ’ 

whatwas given him ^ ^ a»who make the figure 

» The gentleman having occaCos to rofien guilty of the meaneft adbons. 
examine his eftates, fet out, and took “ 'Hie feene was now change , om- 
Caifar with him, who, 00 his arrivslat T8« inw.§«at hon^r, and Cmlar 
the place of hU birth, looked upon fcii ^ ““ <hl|Tace- The gen«ernan 
brotlier Pomper with the utmolt coa- feithful dog, who la 

tempt, becaufe he did not look fo fine valiantly, and took him home 
and courtly as himfelf ; but Pompey fooi kavuig Csefar behin nun, 

made him alliamed of himfelf, ^ farmer, that he might 

“ Tlie gentleman being obliged to tag iain for a rogue, ifhe pleafed. _ 

go through a wood, a furious wolf cane J^o“Fy.'''a-VHWy delighted with 
running towards him, withHs hair brid- 
ling up, his eyes fpariding, and makin! 
a horrid fnarl, that fiUed^ the gentlen 
with terror. In this critical fituatioOi 
Csefar hung his tail between his legs, 
and fneaked off; hut Pompey moft m- 
fiew at the w^oil, as you 



rageoudy 



fituation, for he was fed with the 
of every thing, and had nothing to 
nowand then take an airing wdtli 
Icr. He foon grew fat and plump, 
R to be admired for his hand- 
; but tlien he grew lazy, thiev* 
tad cowardly. 

« In 
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» In die mean time, tlie unfotfart m> 

Cmfar was kicked and knocked aW i'^ the fight of 

fared hard, and expofed to all weaS hung his tail beweenliis legs, 
and, v/henever he failed in hisdatni (Ifeaked ott. Cjefar, whohadfol- 
attendlng the flieep, he was fure tol i«i“ diftance, now fprung 

moft found flogging. By thefe means! obftinate at- 

bega„ ,o g™a4. Uti3 *. ” «“ 
obliged to fight the wolves in deLaol )»qfwounds,he at kftkilled ihe \vol^ 
his own life, he at laft grew fo coiirageoui “J ^ convinced, (faid th 

and faithful in his bufinefs, that he * 



highly into favour. 

“ The gentleman again having occaj 
fion to vifit his efiates, took Pomp 
with him. When he called at thefarmer’i 
houfe, he w^as furprifed fo fee, to whati 
lean and rough condition the poorCsii 
was now reducedi Pompey, in his! 
now looked with contempt on his 
ther Cxfar, and took very little notice! 
him. 

“ It fo happened, that the |«it 
again went through the fame wood, 
was in like manner befet by a " 

Poc 



the 

an to the farmer, who came up 
afterwards) that courage and adfi- 
are not to be cxpefled from thofe, 
live a life of luxury and indolence ; 
that a life of labour and cxercife is 
bdl calculated to make us ufeful to 
ves, and the community at large/* 
Florella having now^ finilhed her ftory, 
I’Squire handed her a large quantity 
fruit, and was highly delighted with 
pretty manner in which fhe had read 
The little Amintor obferved, that, 
thanked God, he w^as now both cou- 
and active, and if he Ihould be^ 
F come 







I 






it 
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come otherwife by being well fed, 
would rather remain a poor (hepher^ 
the days of his life. And I a m: 
Ihepherdefs, too,*' faid the pretty Ro. 
rella. 

They then all took a walk in the 
fields, and Amintor and his lifter, to tlit 
aftonilhment of the "Squire and his lady, 
told them the names of all the plants 
and flowers that grew in the hedges, 
while the young gentleman and lady 
knew not the name of one. " Theft 
are fweet pretty children, (faid tht' 
"'Squire) wc mull not part with ihcm»” 
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the evening, "Squire Simpfon fent 
wie of his fervants to invite Parfon 
™ to flipper, who, on his arrival^. 

f 2 was 










f 
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was furprifed to fee our little morai$ 
5rr a drels fa different to what they >vere 
accuftomed to ; but the ’Squire foon un- 
riddled the whole bufinefs, and infiftd, 
idiat he fhould take under his care, not 
only Amintor and Florella, but his littk 
fen and daughter alfo. 



Km 
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yttofuchu cendud, I mufl beg to es- 
^ ‘stf accepting the honour you havfi 

piopofediae of educating your children- 
‘!you are very much milbken in youtf 
of my principles, (rejjlied the 
Certain I am, that .unlefe 
_j are early inftrudled in tlic 

I ihoufi be happy. Sir, (faid ^ 

lanch« of fcience. fuch as ferveoMyP>>' Sr<«vn up. The feeds of ando- 
<0 fan the paflions, and light up the fiaiiK 
«f feafuality. In thefe times, teacheis 
are cxpcfled only to attend to exemal 
accomplifhments, while the duties of re- 
Euion and morality arc forgotten, lo 
iSmouT children in all their little wto 
and caprice, to indulge them in w >!- 
cver they fancy, and to ufe nocompd- 

fion to force them to their ftudies, arc 

only means ;ni(,Bo(Pfeare the principles, upon whiA 

now have to obtain ti e good jufchildren edu^ted." 

patents m general. But, as uanao ^ 



^6 r — 

i, pride, and luxury, t;lke early roat„ 

if fuffered long to thrive, they 
choke every^ thing that is good and 
_iUe. Whatever may be the fortuRes 
children, they Ihould be made accuf- 
1 readily to fubmit to the will dF 
who are intruded with their educa- 
•flkould be taught to bear dif:^ 
... — t, and occafionally made fenfi- 
! what hunger, cold, and fatigue are. 
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The good Mr. Stubbs attempted ro 
further excufe ; and the next day, a room 
!)eing appropriated to the purpofe of a 
ftudy, Mr. Stubbs attended, and every 
following day, to give them iuliruaions. 
Mailer Simpfon and Amintor fat at one 
delk, and Mifs Simpfon and Florelkat 
another. This good clergyman not only 
inftrudled them in the principles of re- 
ligion, reading, wrfting, and accounts, 
but proceeded to teach them the know- 
ledge of the heavens and the earth. He 
made them well acquainted with the 
hiftory of their own country, and after- 
wards with that of all nations. Natural 
hiftory w'as a great favourite with thefe 
little pupils, and fuch progrefs did they 
make in their ftudies as excited the ad- 
miration and applaufe of every one. 

In the mean time, the leafe of a very 
defirable farm expired, ;md the late oc- 
cupier, having acquired a tortune onit, 
thought proper to retire from all bulmels. 
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Itbad on it a tter>- pretty houfe, fuch as 
voo fee in the pifture at the head of this 
clapter. ’Squire Simpfon, to whom 
tbe houfe and farm belonged, ordered a 
jiew leafe to be made out in the name ot 
Amintor’s father, whom he put in pof- 
fellion of the wholes and fupplied him 
ffitli money, till things came about. 

Thus were our two pretty moralifts the 
caufeof the happinefs of their aged pa- 
rents, who, by care and induftry, foonr 
paid the ’Squire the mortey he had lent 
them. Amintor occaftonally aflifted his 
iather in the management of his farm, 
and in fome meafure adled the part of a 
little fteward ; while Florella w^as no Icfs 
fcrviceable in the ’Squire’s houfe, in the 
capacity of a little houfekeeper. 

About the time that Amintor reached 
the twenty-firft year of his age, his father 
fed, and his motlier in a few months after 
Jjim, when Amintor became pofielTed of 
of the moft valuable farms in the 
F 4. Vale 
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Vale of E\Tfham. The pretty FlorcHi 
married rhc 'Squire’s fteward, and botk 
continued to live in that ;?r'ntleman’$ 
hcufe, rather as vifitors ofdirtWliontkan 
as fervants. Mr, Stubbs was offered a 
very val uable H ving at fome diftance ; but, 
as he was not a man of the world, hechofc 
rather to accept of a fmall penlion from 
the hands of the generous Mr. Simpfon. 

As Amintor and his fifler advanced in 
years, the fonder they grew of vifiting 
thofe delightful fpot% on the banks of the 
Avon, where, in tlieir infants days, they 
had fo often fate fide by fide, reading theit 
little books, tending their flocks, andlif- 
tening to the fongs of the feathered tribe, 
and the niufick of the meandering cur- 
rents. 

How fwcet it is, { faid Amintor) fome- 
times to vi£t thefe pleafing fpots, where 
wc pafled our infant hours, undifturbed 
by the cares of the world, and flrangen 
to the dreadful poMons of envy and 

ambition! 
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What are painted courts and 
y palaces, but the forrowful abodes 
He, vexation, anddifappointmentl 
i^J^ature is undifguiied, and Truth 
Mjher treafures to our view every (lep 
^ On this fpot, my dear Floreila, 
will build and endow a fchool for the 
l^on of young (hepherds to read 

dwrite/' j t • A 

Amintor was as good as his word, a 
^building was ereded, and a mafter 
iahandfome appointinent, to teach 
IBUy young fhepherds. f iorella , think- 
*^raething ought to be done on her 
.added a wing to the building for the 
‘ a of twelve little {hepherddfes. 
virtuous and happy Amintor and 
Mftl d to fee the good effefts of this 
Wi^,in whofe memory the V ale of Eve- 
Hannually refounds, while the little 

B ttds and {hepherdeffes dance round 
graves, decorated with flowers, to 
llbund of the tabor and the pipe. 
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*e(defs as beings of an inferior na- 
fand born only to promote his plea- 
"of convenience, without having any . 
ot claim to the comforts or enjoy- ■ 

of T T- 

n the other hand, though Fortune 
denied our Little Moralitts an abun- 
pK of wealth, yet Nature feemed to 
EFO RE I take my farewell of mf m made ample amends, 
pretty little readers, they will p. (» a genius, which it w as no in 
mit me to make fome general and per^ fortune to purcia e, n 

haps ufeful remarks on a few of the in- fweet readers, e me o erv 

cidcnts contained in this Hiftory of tlic t ^ 

Little Moralifts. to to examine into the different cha* 

When we compare the charafter of rafters that prefent thernfelves o your 
Mafter Simpfon with that of Amintorltoation, you will le?j*n this very 
and Florella, the pretty little Ihepherd I#// and truth, that mortals 

andfhepherdefsofthe Vale of Evelham^fciinore upon a level than m general 

a veiy remarkable contrail ftrikes us.teare apt to imagine. Be not lur- 
In Mafter Simpfon we fee the true child^my pretty readers, that I ftiould 



of fortune, who, like many others in 

_ - • 111 _ nc 



the fame fituation, looked on povert)^ J)|car to you teyond your comprelien 
a crime, and confidered a ftepherdJ^M; but as I wilb to diveft yo“ of 



(hepherdef* 



i a matter that may, at firft fight. 



vulgar 
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U of ftraw, and whofe minds 



nay never live to enjoy? Do not 
me, my pretty readers, there is 
Me in being rich ; on the contrary. 



vulgar errors, and teach you to rcfiaciaDca v>. ^ ^ 

your ideas m your early I H-ilU I 

^vour to explain myfdif 'in a juvenik ’ 

^ Have you not feen many peojic, whoj icrime m ^ — - - - ^ ^ ' 

ride in a grand equipage, who bavt ^Is a happine^’s to oe io^ and the pur- 
many fcrvants to attend them, wbodrefs: |ofitis laudable. All I wi(h toi 
in the moft fumptuous apparel, and whofe m^to you is, that riches are a bleu- 
cables are covered with dainties, foraeof |or an evil only as you apply them 
them, perliaps, brought from the remotell . . - j- 

parts of the w^orld — i fay, after feeing all 
this, have you not obfen^ed a degree of 
uneafinefe, dulnefs, and languor hang, 
ing about them, an indolence which they 
could not get rid of, a w ant of app 
cite, indigeltion, and luength? Which 



(you be born to a fortune, do what 
.you canj. if you be poox> be in- 
ppjjjos and contented. 

. in the chara^er of Matter 
1, you fee a proud and haughty 
gentleman, it is true j but their> 

J he at laft cohdefeended to be 

condition w’ould you chufc, that I fia\t ^ what was good,, even by a poor 

now^ mentioned, or tliat of Amintor and Jihepherd and Ihepherdefs, and from 
Florella, who rife with the lark, whofe nfubmitted to learn, how neceflary 
appetites make every humble meal a for little folks to attend to their 
featt, who do not enervate therafeires ^ fhould not defpife any one 
in the bed of loxury, and whofe labours ^^he is poor; and yet you will 
Silt a paftime; who tteep foundly even jf yQ^ ^re capable oi making 

any 
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any obfervations, how great is the m ^otili/of it; he fupported unfortunate 

jZ in whatever drefs he found it ; 



folence of profperity, and that the per 
ion, who has but juft conquered attate 
of poverty and mifery, will exercife ty- 
ranny and oppreffion on thofe benea'tl 
him. 

The good parfon Stubbs affords 
charafter worthy of imitation, fuch as, 



it is a pity to fay, is too fcarce. With-’N ^ S 

out any other views of reward tbrf i r 



what arofe from the feelings of an ho^ 
nelt heart, he took pleafure in inftruft. 
in? the little Amintor and Florella 



looking for it, in finding hirnfelf, at tail, ,7/ • ri' • * r ^ 

generoufly patronized by ’Squire Simp- |f uilblcnt in pro p^ - 
^ ^ ^ ^ L. By the fame /ule, infolence 



ithewas juftly an enemy to thofe poor 
kclies, who think the affluent man 
to fupport poverty in indolence, 
idlazinefs under a veil of beggary. 

My pretty readers,! would wilh to con- 
lade this little moral piece with the beft 



ratbce and compofure, and look for- 
fard to the hopic of better things. 
Take mv word for it, that when you lee 



luc iitiie iiimincor ana rioreiia; '•"'-“v - ^ , 

he met with his reward without 



[gander any calamity, that perfon 



Notwdthftanding what I have before 
faid, that the pofleflion of riches are apt 
to lead us into numberlefs errors; yet 
^Squire Simpfon is a proof that fuch is 
not always the cafe. He enjoyed a large 
fortune, and pofleffed a heart that vv^ 



will fink into meanefs in ad- 
Accuftom your little hearts, 
I your early days, to be open to the 
Mngs of humanity, defpife neither 
ficbes nor poverty ; do what you honeftly 



'S the cale. tie enjoycu a ^ ^ v— ^ 

and pofleffed a heart that was • to avoid ialuiig into the latter, bui 
^ wnrthv , do 








:fe- 
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do not facrifice your peace and confd 
ence to obtain the former. May yog all' 
my fweet little readers, ride in yoo| 
coach and fix, without feeling the car« 
naturally attending fo troubkfome 
Htuationl 
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